Write a Review
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For the Newspaper
High Stakes Essay #2: Evaluation
Rhetorical Situation: The editors of the CNM Chronicle, our campus newspaper, have asked you to write a review for their new “Arts and Entertainment” section of the paper. Because your reputation as a reliable and entertaining writer precedes you, the editors say that you may choose to review any of the following: a movie, book, new app, new musical release, live performance, or restaurant.
Audience: The primary audience is made up of college students; however, secondary audiences may include instructors, administrators, and staff.
Purpose and Stance: As a reviewer, you either recommend or do not recommend a movie, book, musical release, or restaurant and provide good reasons to explain how you came to your conclusion. 
However, your recommendation cannot be based solely on your taste (“I like comedies, so go see Bridesmaids” would be an ineffective review). Instead, as a reasoning and thoughtful reviewer, you develop criteria -- the standards by which you will evaluate your subject. If you are evaluating an action movie, for example, your criteria might include the quality of the special effects or the believability of the villain. You wouldn’t use the same criteria to evaluate a romantic comedy. What do you look for in a thriller, a love story, or sci-fi flick? The answers to these questions can lead you to your criteria.
A good review is balanced. Too much praise or blame can lead your reader to think you didn’t think too hard about your subject. Say you’re reviewing a restaurant. You may claim that the blue corn enchiladas are fabulous (because….), but the sopaipillas are doughy and undercooked. 
Strategies: You may find it effective to compare your subject to another like it (you might compare the salads at Wendy’s to those at McDonald’s using price, freshness, quantity, and taste as your criteria).  To help your readers follow your argument, you will want to include vivid description and clear definitions. In short, you do your homework so your readers don’t have to.

Requirements of the essay:
· 2-3 pages
· MLA Format
· One, outside source
· Parenthetical Citation and Work Cited page
· Strong thesis 
· Supporting reasons (criteria) must be well-developed with evidence and analysis 

Deadlines
Submit Rough Draft on Blackboard Blog, 
20 points for posting a complete draft (Due Thursday of week six) and 40 points for two complete, substantive, and helpful critiques (Due Sunday of week seven) =60 points

Submit Final, Polished Essay Project, Due Sunday of week seven 
175 points possible


	Criteria
	A
	B
	C
	D/F

	Focus/Organization
30%
	Students write purposeful essays organized and developed around a central idea or evaluation. There is logic to the structure of the paper.  Each paragraph is working in support of the main focus.  There is an intro, body paragraphs and a conclusion.
	In places, the paper strays from the main focus. In places, some paragraphs may have multiple or repetitive ideas.  A topic sentence or two may be missing.
	The paper is a little scattered.  The structure of the essay is not very coherent. There is not a clear pattern of topic sentences.
	The paper has very little or no focus.  Not much attention is paid to structure.

	Criteria for Evaluation
20%
	The student discusses how and why he/she is using specific criteria for evaluation. The criteria are logical.
	The student discusses criteria but not all the criteria seem like a balanced approach to evaluating the subject.
	The criteria could be explained more or the criteria do not seem to fit the subject.
	There are no criteria discussed.

	Balanced and Fair Assessment u sing well-supported reasons
25%
	The student considers tone and audience when assessing the subject.  The student discusses logically how he/she evaluated the subject. 
Within these reasons, the student should include one outside source.
	The tone may not fit the audience the student is persuading.  The reasons to support the evaluation need expansion.
The student’s source could be expanded on.
	The assessment may be somewhat illogical or the reasons don’t fit the primary purpose of the review. The student includes an outside source, but doesn’t cite the source properly.
	The assessment is not balanced and the reasons are not well-supported. Outside source is not included.

	Revision
15%
	Moving from the rough draft to the final draft, students should revise their writing by reconsidering and significantly reworking their ideas, conclusions, and writing decisions. 
	Student revises work, but the bulk of revision is spent on surface features.  More restructuring, and re-working is needed. 
	The paper has been edited slightly and proofread, but more global revision (i.e. restructuring, rethinking) is needed. 
	The paper is not revised.

	Grammar/Mechanics
10%
	There are no grammar/spelling errors.
	There are a few grammar/spelling errors.
	There are many grammar/spelling errors.
	The grammar and spelling make the story hard to understand.
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